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The Governors would like to welcome you to Beacon Hill School 

and Specialist College for Business and Enterprise.  This Booklet 

outlines all aspects of Beacon Hill and the opportunities all the 

children are given to reach their full potential in a safe, caring 

and supportive environment. 

Beacon Hill is North Tyneside’s specialist provision for 

educating children and young people with Severe Learning 

Difficulties, Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties, Autism 

and complex medical needs. 

Staff are highly skilled and experienced and develop the skills 

and abilities of the children in co-operation with parents and 

carers and a wide range of associated professionals. 

The expertise of the School has led to our most recent Ofsted 

as being “Good”. This recognises that Leadership and 

Management, 

Teaching and Outcomes for all pupils is at the highest level.  

“The curriculum is outstanding and provides pupils with 

memorable experiences and rich opportunities to support high 

quality learning and wider personal development and well-being”. 

“Pupils’ exemplary behaviour is another key factor that supports 

their highly successful learning” 

All these skills have enabled the school to be accredited by the 

National Autistic Society and gain prestigious awards including 

Healthy School Award, Sport England Active Mark, Investors in 

People Platinum Award, 

International Schools Award, Unicef Level 2 Rights Respecting 

School 

Award, Basic Skills Quality Mark for Primary and Secondary.  

The Independent Travel facility based at Beacon Hill has led to 

the development of a programme open to other schools locally. 

In the Sixth Form Department, based at Queen Alexandra 

College, the young people access many independent living  

skills, residential opportunities and complete The Duke  

of Edinburgh Award scheme.  

 

 

 

 



 

Beacon Hill School and Specialist College for Business and 

Enterprise works with pupils aged 3 to 19 who have Severe 

Learning Difficulties (SLD), Profound and Multiple Learning 

Difficulties (PMLD) some pupils  

have Autistic Spectrum Disorder  

(ASD) and those with medically  

complex needs. The school is proud  

to be a member with 23 other schools  

of the North Tyneside Learning Trust.  

The school is divided into four departments.  The First 

School works with pupils aged 3 to 9, the Middle School 

works with pupils 9 to 14 and  the High School  works with 

pupils aged 14 to 16 and the Sixth Form which offers 3 year 

courses and is based at Queen Alexandra Sixth Form 

College.    

 

North Tyneside Local Authority places pupils at Beacon Hill 

following assessment by different professionals such as 

Physiotherapists, Speech and Language Therapists and 

Educational Psychologists.  The school has specialised 

accommodation on site including a fully interactive Sound 

and Light Room, Soft Play Room, Rebound Therapy Room.  In 

addition the school has the following specialist facilities:- 

 

Food Technology  

Independent Travel Training Area. 

Hydro Pool  

Sensory Room 

 

All classrooms are equipped with plasma screens to support 

learning.  We have an Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) Technician to work with staff and pupils 

on using the computer network and accessing the internet.  

With this support we are able to ensure pupils use 

appropriate software for their learning.  The school also 

works closely with parents on IT . Beacon Hill also has 

achieved the ICT mark a standard for teaching and use of 

ICT.  Pupils at Beacon Hill have the opportunity to go on 

educational visits regularly to develop their social skills and 

enhance the curriculum.  These are part of the vibrant 

curriculum experience.  These can be a trip to the local 

shops or cafe or tothe safety of all.  Parents and  

Carers are informed and involved. 

 

 



 

Our children are all important to us and we strive to ensure  

that they all receive the widest possible education with every  

opportunity for development of confidence and self-esteem in  

preparation for their future.  

 

You have to make an important choice for your child and we hope this 

prospectus answers many of your questions. Please contact the school 

directly for any further information or visits. We wish you well in making 

your choice. 

The involvement of Parents and Carers is essential in helping their child 

make good progress.  Beacon Hill recognises the expertise of parents.  The 

more closely that school and home can work together, the faster the child 

will learn.  Full and regular information is provided to Parents and  

Carers on their child’s progress.  Parents and carers are encouraged  

to support and reinforce their progress at home.   

A daily home/school book is in use for many pupils and Parents  

receive a weekly class email.  There are many informal and formal 

opportunities for Parents to come into school, these include:- 

 

� Pupils progress reviews : an opportunity to share learning gains and 

concerns and ensure consistency across the home school setting 

� Reviews : termly and annual reviews are held to review and agree 

progress and the targets for the individual educational plans 

� Parental support for classes and activities. 

 

We have a high staff ratio of one Teacher and a minimum of two Teaching 

Assistant in all classes.  This allows for flexible teaching groups and 

individual teaching.  Pupils are members of mixed ability, age-related class 

groups.  Core subjects including English and Maths are taught in ability 

groups. 

 

 

 

 



 

The school also works with pupils on the Autistic Spectrum.   

Some  pupils with Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC) are based  

in specialist classes using additional Local Authority resources.   

These offer a low stimulus environment and staff skilled in  

meeting individual needs of pupils through the use of appropriate  

teaching methods such as Treatment and Education of Autistic and  

related Communication-handicapped Children (TEACCH), high levels  

of visual structure, positive approaches and expectations, empathy, low 

arousal and the Picture Exchange Community System (PECs). We are also 

integrating aspects of the SCERTS curriculum to help our students to name, 

understand and cope with their own emotions. 

 

The National Autistic Society Accreditation Scheme accredits the  

work of these classes.  The needs of other ASC pupils are met in age-

related class groups also using specialised teaching methods.   

 

Planning for post-school life is very important.  Time is set aside at  

annual reviews to prepare a transition plan with parents, carers and a  

range of other agencies.  Transition planning includes discussions about  

the next stage and pro-active planning to identify how best to help each 

pupil prepare and cope with leaving school and to look forward with 

confidence to life after school. Person centred reviews which fully include 

the young people in decisions are used in KS3, 4 and Sixth Form to agree a 

positive way forward for young people. 

 

Beacon Hill also accommodates the Portage and Pre-School Home Teaching 

Service which is offered to children with special needs living in the borough 

of North Tyneside.  The service is represented on the Special Needs Team, 

a Multi-Disciplinary Team which works with pre-school children who have 

additional support needs and their parents and carers.  

Beacon Hill manages the Sensory Support Service for the Local Authority.  

This service works in mainstream schools and children’s homes with pupils 

with visual and hearing impairment.  The service is highly regarded regionally 

for its work with children and families.   

 

Beacon Hill has a responsibility for a Local Independent Travel  

Project which enables young people to learn how to use  

public transport safely and independently.   

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

 

Inspire, Challenge and Educate 

 

A i m s 

 

Beacon Hill is a creative, enterprising and innovative community in which we 

all: 

 

•   Develop learning for life, lifelong learning. 

 

•  Are happy, healthy and heard. 

 

•  Widen aspirations through innovative technology. 

 

•  Empower families. 

 

•  Communicate effectively. 

 

•  Maximise independence. 

 

•  Nurture core values of respect and friendship. 

 

•  Promote inclusive communities. 

 

•   Extend confidence. 

 

•   Ensure inspiring positive partnerships 

 

•  Celebrate and extend creativity. 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 



 

 

 

Each pupil has unique and sometimes complex needs. In addition  

to a physical or neurological impairment, pupils may have a sensory  

loss, a medical condition, or an associated difficulty in learning. To  

achieve our mission, the partnership between home and school is of vital 

importance to us. When a child starts school we are grateful if a parent or 

family member who knows the child well can come with them for the first 

few occasions so we can learn from them their experiences of the child. 

Families of younger pupils and those with limited communication skills, will 

also be asked to fill in a Welcome Document. This tells us about your  

child’s likes and dislikes, and ways in which you work with them.  

As many parents are unable to personally bring their child to school,  

a home/school communication book is used to keep parents in  

constant contact with the daily activities of the school. Parents are 

encouraged to make entries in these books about any concerns, and to  

share information about the home. We like to hear about special family 

events and holidays.  Increasingly email & text messaging is also used for 

Home/School Communication. 

School staff are very keen to hear of ideas and ways in which we can 

develop our practice.  

 

Beacon Hill has an open door policy, and parents are most welcome to visit 

at any time to talk to the Teachers, Safeguarding pastoral lead, Head 

teacher or School Health Advisor. However, in order to make sure that we 

are in school when you call and are able to give you the time you need, it 

would be helpful if you could ring or send a note in the home/school 

communication book to let us know you are calling in, or that you wish to 

make an appointment.  
 
Parents are given a list of email addresses and mobile phone numbers for 

staff with particular responsibility in school so they can contact them 

directly. There is also the opportunity for staff and parents to communicate 

regularly through class email accounts. Text messaging is also used for 

reminders and to encourage parental communication. 

 

Weekly School and sixth form newsletters are also a  

source of sharing information between pupils, teachers  

and parents. 
 

Special functions such as department assemblies,  

drama activities, open days and Christmas plays  

provide further opportunities for parents to meet  

staff and one another. 

CONTACT WITH SCHOOL 



 
Parents are given a list of email addresses and mobile phone  

numbers for staff with particular responsibility in school so  

they can contact them directly. There is also the opportunity  

for staff and parents to communicate regularly through class  

email accounts. Text messaging is also used for reminders and  

to encourage parental communication. 

 

Weekly School and sixth form newsletters are also a source of  

sharing information between pupils, teachers and parents. 

 

 

Special functions such as department assemblies, drama activities, open 

days and Christmas plays provide further opportunities for parents to meet 

staff and one another. 

 

The weekly Enterprise Cafe welcomes parents, families and members  

of the local community to share a drink, cake or sandwich made and  

served by young people as part of their Business and Enterprise  

work. 

 

The Headteacher, Deputy Head, Safeguarding pastoral Officer and  

School Health Advisors are available by telephone at any time,  

(provided they are in school), and will be pleased to help you. Other 

professionals are available in school at certain times. Your child’s Teacher is 

available to answer queries before 9.00 am in the morning and after 3.15 pm 

in the afternoon. At any other time of the day they will be busy teaching so 

we ask that you leave a message with the school office unless it is an 

emergency. It is also possible for parents to contact a Teacher by email 

following discussion about school policy on internet security. 

 

We work hard to gather and respond to the views of parents and so ask that 

parents complete a range of questionnaires to help with this. 

Beacon Hill aims to build up a frank and open relationship with the families 

of its pupils with the intention that any problems and concerns will be dealt 

with long before they reach the stage where a parent feels it necessary to 

make a formal complaint. Any concerns should be first raised with the Class 

Teacher, then if necessary with the Deputy or the Headteacher.  

 

Usually complaints are resolved at this stage. If this is not the case, parents 

will be offered a copy of the Governors’ Complaints Policy and told  

how to make a complaint to a Governors’ Committee. 

 



School Contact Numbers: 

Beacon Hill School and Specialist College for Business and  

Enterprise Rising Sun Cottages 

Wallsend 

NE28 9JW 

Tel: 0191 643 3000 

Fax: 0191 643 3001 

Email: beacon.hill@northtyneside.gov.uk 

 

Beacon Hill Sixth Form 

Queen Alexandra College 

Queen Alexandra Rd 

North Shields 

NE28 9NJ 

Tel: 0191 2900704 

Head of Department’s mobile:  07872061029 

 

School Medical Room Tel: 6433005  

                                         6433010 

           6433012 

 

Head teacher’s email:  justina.terretta@northtyneside.gov.uk         

 

A detailed list of class and Multi Disciplinary Team contact details is 

available for all parents. 

 

Website links: 

 

Ofsted: www.ofsted.co.uk  

Trust: www.ntlearningtrust.org.uk  

School: www.beaconhill.org.uk  

Local authority: www.northtyneside.gov.uk  

Northumbria Healthcare NHS Trust: www.northumbria.nhs.uk 

 



 
 

 

The School Day 

8.40 am   Staff meet to exchange information 

9.00 am   Transport window and registration 

9.10 am   Lessons begin 

12noon to 1pm   Lunch 

1.15 pm   Registration and afternoon school begins 

3.15 pm to 3.25 pm  End of lessons and transport window 

 

School Transport 

Most pupils arrive at school by transport organised by the Local  

Authority although some of our more able pupils are able to travel  

to sixth form independently with their parents’ agreement.  Any  

issues or comments should be addressed to Tracy Bradbury, telephone 

number 0191 6438726. 

The school is organised into four different departments.  We believe that 

pupils learn best when they are active participants in planned, educational 

experiences which are appropriate to the level of development.  We want 

our pupils to experience a sense of success through their achievement and 

to develop confidence and spiritual and moral values. 

 

First School 

In the First School we have a Foundation Stage which incorporates the 

Early Learning goals with an emphasis on the development of functional 

communication.  

 

We provide a holistic approach to assessment and learning which is 

supported by other professionals which we call the Multi-Disciplinary Team.  

Access to the hydrotherapy pool and sensory room facilitate a  

variety of teaching approaches.  Pupils may start from around  

3 years and gradually build on their time until they attend 

 full time by their fifth year. 

 

 

SCHOOL ORGANISATION AND 

CURRICULUM 



In Key Stage 1 (age 5 to 7) we continue to follow the Early  

Years Foundation Stage curriculum which is a skills based  

curriculum delivered via a topic based approach 

All subjects are delivered to meet individual need in a way  

which enhances the learning of all pupils. 

In Key Stage Lower Key Stage 2  (age 8 to 9)  

We take the opportunity to group pupils of similar ability across classes  

for Literacy and Numeracy.   Pupils continue to access specialist facilities 

and are encouraged to develop an increased sense of independence.  Across 

the department there are two specialist classes for pupils with ASC 

(Autistic Spectrum Condition) which use specific strategies including 

TEACCH (Treatment and Education of Autistic and related Communication 

Handicapped Children) and PECS (Picture Exchange Communication  

System).  Pupils have access to three different levels of outdoor play 

equipment to encourage physical development and play skills. 

 

Middle School 

The Middle School is divided into Upper Key Stages 2 and Key stage 3.   

Though students are based in class groups, they begin to move from room to 

room for core subjects and lessons.  There is also a class accredited by the 

National Autistic Society for pupils with ASC. 

 

 Beacon Hill is a Business and Enterprise College.  This allows us to further 

develop our work in Maths, ICT and Enterprise learning.  The school values 

its relationship with Burnside College which provides many inclusive 

activities for our students in Key Stages 3.  Some students access Burnside 

College for subjects such as PE. 

 

High School and Sixth Form 

Key Stage 4 is based in school but working on extending the independence 

skills of the young people with transition to sixth form. A greater 

percentage of time is given to PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and 

Citizenship Education) subjects, including Work Related Learning. 

  Students have the opportunity to have a work experience.   

Accreditation is given to work done in many subjects  

through external bodies such as AQA (Assessment and  

Qualifications Alliance), OCR (Oxford  Cambridge and  

RSA) and ASDAN (Award Scheme Development and  

Accreditation Network). 

 

 



 

The Sixth Form, based in Queen Alexandra Sixth Form  

College, focuses on increasing personal independence in  

supporting the transition to adult life and entitlement  

to a community presence. 

Students continue to develop basic Literacy and Numeracy skills  

and work on life, travel and leisure skills.  Students are aged from  

16 to 19 years and experience learning through ability groups, year  

groups and pastoral groups.  Sixth Form staff work closely with  

parents and the Connexions Service to plan for the individual’s future in a 

person-centred way.  Accreditation is gained by students in a variety of 

subjects.  There are social opportunities to meet mainstream college 

students. If parents would like more information about Sixth Form they 

should contact Phil Robinson at Queen Alexandra Sixth Form College on 

2295206. 

Physical Education 

All pupils have a weekly PE session plus one swimming session where 

appropriate.  The full range of the PE curriculum is offered including  

Rugby, Football, Athletics and Outdoor Pursuits.  Some pupils use the 

trampoline for a rebound therapy session if appropriate.  Older pupils 

 also take part in activities organised across the region e.g. girls’ sports,  

the local dance festival.  Older pupils compete in Regional Competitions.  

Religious Education 

All pupils have a weekly RE lesson based on the local scheme of work.  This 

allows them to find out about the main world religions and to explore moral 

values.  First, Middle & High school pupils also have a weekly collective 

worship.  Parents are able to withdraw their child from collective worship 

and if they wish to do so they should contact the Headteacher.  The school 

also celebrates special festivals such as Diwali or Chinese New Year. 

Sex & Relationships education  

Age appropriate sex & relationship education is taught to all pupils and young 

people.  Pupils also follow programmes relating to self-care and personal 

hygiene.  These programmes are devised with parental consent according to 

individual needs, age and level of functioning.  Parents who wish to withdraw 

their child from this curriculum area should contact the Head Teacher. 

 

 

 



Multi-Disciplinary Partners  

Our work to help pupils learn is supported and enhanced by  

members of the Multi-Disciplinary Team all of whom can be  

contacted through school.  Currently we work with Speech and 

 Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists,  

Teachers of the hearing impaired and visual impaired and  

multi-sensory impaired, Behavioural Support Workers, Connexions  

Officers and Consultants. 

 



 

 

 

 

Behaviour Management 

Many pupils at school display a variety of challenging behaviours.   

Positive behaviour management is integrated into all the pupils  

programmes.  Individual interventions are based on detailed  

assessments of these challenging behaviours. 

 

Equality and Diversity 

At Beacon Hill we are committed to providing an education and environment 

which reflects the breadth and diversity of society.  Throughout our  

work and relationships with parents and pupils, and between staff, 

 we aim at all times to ensure there is no discrimination relating to  

age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation or disability. 

All pupils have a right to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum  

which enables them to achieve the highest level in their learning and  

one which reflects in a positive way the range of cultures and  

experiences of the whole community. 

Bullying 

Bullying is rare at Beacon Hill but is always taken seriously  and responded 

to in line with a detailed policy.  The support of Parents and other 

professionals may be sought in relation to this. 

Special Educational Needs 

The school is fully accessible to students with Special Educational Needs.  

Specialist equipment provides full inclusion and access within the School  

and support the School’s Accessibility Plan.  The School works closely with 

partners to provide access for all pupils.  A Special Educational Needs policy 

is available from the School. 

Staying Safe: Safeguarding Pupil, Child Protection and Adult Protection, 

Intimate Care. 

The first concern of Beacon Hill is the welfare of pupils and protecting 

them from any kind of harm.  Beacon Hill’s recruitment and  

selection of staff reflects best practise in this area.   

The School has the Safeguarding and Protection of  

Children and Young People Policy.  If you want to know  

more about this, please contact the Designated  

Safeguarding Lead or the Deputy Designated  

 

 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 



Safeguarding Lead or the safeguarding & pastoral office who  

are the named Child Protection Officers responsible for all  

child protection issues at School. 

Staying Healthy 

The School supports each pupil’s healthy development and health  

education.  Procedures for the administration of medicines in  

school is in line with Department for Health Primary Care Trust  

procedures (copy available in the Nurses Room).  Medicines are  

administered to pupils by trained school staff supported by Nurses based  

in school and a Care Plan is available for individual pupils to ensure all staff 

are aware of their medical needs.  Sixth form staff, who are appropriately 

trained, administer medicines at the Sixth Form base at Queen Alexandra 

College.  Consent is obtained from parents who complete a form informing 

School what medicines their child needs.   

Security 

Security is a high priority at Beacon Hill because of the vulnerable  

nature of the pupils. All visitors sign in at Reception prior to entering  

any part of the building and all school staff are issued with a key  

fob for use with the door entry system.  It has been necessary to  

refine our systems so that parents also sign in and wear a badge when  

they are in school even for a short time.  

 

All statuary policies are available on the School website and intranet and 

copies of all other policies are available for parents on request.  

 

 



 

.  

 

First School 

Regular inclusion sessions have been developed with mainstream  

primary schools in various parts of the authority.  Some younger  

pupils are able to access sessions in their local school with support  

from Beacon Hill staff.  Other individuals or small groups attend  

sessions at Wallsend schools, where extensive opportunities are made 

available.  Middle & High school classes join with local schools for special 

projects such as Dance Festivals and sporting events. 

 

Middle School  

Beacon Hill Middle School  Department has a close working relationship 

with Burnside Business and Enterprise College with whom it shares 

Business and Enterprise College Status.  Students from Key Stages  

3 have the opportunity to join PE lessons.   

High School and Sixth Form 

Students are based alongside Sixth Form students at Queen Alexandra 

College in North Shields.  A large part of the work done in Sixth Form 

involves the inclusion of students out in the community such as independent 

travel, work experience, shopping, leisure activities and residentials.  A 

specific Sixth Form prospectus is available on request. 

 

Young People generally leave Beacon Hill School aged 19. At 16, students 

move to specific Sixth Form provision based at Queen Alexandra College.  

At sixth form young people and their families lead on the development of a 

detailed, person centred plan which helps them consider their future in a 

holistic positive way. This has an emphasis on offering them opportunities 

for independence in future where this is possible. This leads to students 

moving onto a wide range of individually planned adult provision. This range 

of provision is continually developing and changing in response to new 

initiatives. 

 

 

INCLUSION 



 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

Beacon Hill offers a wide range of activities to its pupils and  

students which are run at lunchtimes and after school. Some  

are appropriate for specific age ranges only. It is not possible  

to list the full range available in the space provided but the 

 activities currently include:- 

� Time Out inclusive before and after school club and holiday club.  

� Holiday play schemes run by a local community organisation.  

� Sports Club.  

� Duke of Edinburgh's Award.  

� Sixth Form Film Club.  

� Range of lunchtime clubs at school and Sixth Form.  

� Residentials for KS4 and Sixth Form pupils and students, including 

specific adventure opportunities for pupils with PMLD.  

� Sporting activities, including specific activities for boys and girls.  

� Specific opportunities in relation to Business and Enterprise linked 

to Burnside College.  

� Opportunities to take part in School Council in school and Student 

Council at Sixth Form.  

� Opportunities to take part in local and regional music and drama 

activities  

� Independent travel programmes.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Base Line Assessment 

Most pupils starting School will have a full assessment in relation 

 to their Education Health & Care Plan. If not this process will be 

completed. A baseline assessment is always completed by teaching  

staff in discussion with the Deputy Headteacher and using previous 

assessment data. This allows us to carefully measure any progress,  

however small, your child may make. Each year your child will be 

reassessed. Information will be shared with parents. 

 

Annual Reviews 

An annual review meeting for each pupil is arranged to discuss their 

individual progress according to the objectives of their Education  

Health Care Plan (EHC). Pupil’s progress is discussed and targets set  

for the coming year. Parents and members of the team of  

professionals involved with the child are invited to this meeting and  

a written report is sent to the parents and the Local Authority.  

Older pupils attend their own reviews which are run as “ Person  

Centred Reviews” and focus on the needs and wishes of the young  

people and their families as well as their progress. 

 

Assessment  

Experience has found that the pupils cannot perform to their best in the 

more formal test situation so their progress is measured by teacher 

assessment. Parents also receive information about their child’s progress 

against the skills acquisition as part of their Annual Review and an Annual 

Report at the end of the academic year. 

Accreditation 

Older pupils at Beacon Hill will study for a range of external accreditation 

certificates, including ASDAN certificates and OCR Entry level 

qualifications.  In addition many areas of the curriculum are accredited by 

AQA awards. These are carefully chosen to provide a challenging range of 

relevant experiences for pupils.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT AND PROGRESS 



Transition  

Planning for transition from Beacon Hill to Further Education or  

training is carried out through the annual review system. This  

involves the Connexions Service. From Year 9 onwards our careers  

education and guidance programme includes discussions about  

options for school leavers, including advice and planning sessions,  

action planning, work experience and exploratory visits to colleges. 

Throughout school but particularly at sixth form we hold Person  

Centred Reviews, which involve the student and their family in the 

 planning of the use of services and finances in their future.  

 

 

School Uniform  

The uniform is an important part of going to school. Many parents and 

children like the sense of belonging which wearing a school sweatshirt  

gives. This is especially important when young people attend inclusive 

opportunities in mainstream schools where everyone wears uniform.  

School sweatshirts and polo shirts are available from Emblematic (Tel. 

2701449): Green for First, Black for Middle and Burgundy for High School 

pupils. 

 

Parents are also asked to make sure that their child has suitable clothing for 

the weather and items such as wellies which enable them to go on educational 

visits appropriately dressed.  Students based at Queen Alexandra College 

wear their own clothes.  

 

PE Kit  

First school pupils are asked to provide a white t-shirt, (PE t- shirts can also 

be bought from Emblematic), black shorts and gym shoes for PE. Pupils are 

encouraged to change for PE where possible for reasons of personal hygiene, 

safety and independence skills. Middle & High school pupils are asked to bring 

their kit on a weekly basis.  Pupils will also swim regularly and swimming things 

will need to be sent into school on the correct day. These will be returned 

home to be washed. You will receive a copy of your child’s timetable every 

term so you will know when they are swimming or having PE.  

 

Lost Clothes 

All clothing should be named. This does not have to be  

expensive as initials written on an item’s label are just as 

 helpful. Despite the best efforts of staff in busy  

classrooms items of clothing do sometimes go missing.  

Staff always take such losses seriously and search to  

find the item. Unfortunately it is not possible for  

school to insure against lost items of clothing or  

other personal belongings. Normal household  

insurance policies often cover these items. 

 

 

CLOTHING 



 

 

Beacon Hill places a high priority on ensuring all pupils attend  

school when they are well enough to do so.  However, if your  

child is unwell, has a medical appointment or is likely to infect  

others, they should not attend school.  In particular pupils who have 

had diarrhoea should always be kept off school for at least 48 hours. 

If you are unsure if your child is infectious please ring the School 

Health Advisers before sending your child into School or Sixth Form. 

Please ring, text or email School or sixth form to let us know that 

your child is ill, and send a note in the home school communication 

book as soon  as they return. Please also remember to let School 

Transport know, Tel: 0191 6438726. 

Health Advisors are Michelle Golightly and Lynsey Dawson and 

assistants Jackie Chirnside and Barbara Georgeson. Their main 

responsibility is to promote health and wellbeing and to prevent ill-

health. 

 

Pupils cannot be kept away from School for any other reason. The 

school has taken the decision not to authorise any holidays in School 

time unless in exceptional circumstances. Parents still need to inform 

School if they decide to take children out of School for holidays 

without permission. 
 

ABSENCES 



 

 

 

 

The Governors have a policy of not charging parents for  

curricular activities, such as Food Technology or Art. Parents 

 are not asked to pay for the weekly curriculum visit, but are  

asked to pay for the additional cost of swimming at Tynemouth Pool. 

Also parents are asked for donations towards special visits where a 

large cost is charged, and for residential experiences. Parents are 

always told the full costs of these visits including costs for staff and 

are free to make a donation.  Students at Queen Alexandra College do 

need their own money for facilities such as drinks machines, 

swimming, snacks, outings etc. This also enables these students to 

practise the use of money, which is a one of the prime features of the 

department. Those who have Free School Meals are also asked to 

bring an additional amount to ensure they have enough to cover the 

cost of a meal and drink in the canteen.  
 

 

 

Lunchtimes are an important time in school and are classed as part of 

teaching time.  Younger pupils may need to learn the mechanics of 

eating whilst others need to learn manners and social skills.  If your 

child needs to be tube fed this will be done in a safe and secure 

environment. 
 

Pupils have either a school meal or bring a packed lunch.  The multi-

disciplinary team support staff in the planning and delivery of feeding 

programmes. At Queen Alexandra College students eat in the college 

canteen with the other students and mix socially in the college 

setting. 

Lunchtimes are an important time in school and are classed as part of 

teaching time.  Younger pupils may need to learn the mechanics of 

eating whilst others need to learn manners and social skills.  If your 

child needs to be tube fed this will be done in a safe and secure 

environment. 
 

Pupils have either a school meal or bring a packed lunch.  The multi-

disciplinary team support staff in the planning and delivery of feeding 

programmes. At Queen Alexandra College students eat in the college 

canteen with the other students and mix socially in the college 

setting. 
 

Pupils are able to choose their own meal and there is  

always a fruit option for dessert.  It is also possible  

to follow a vegetarian diet and to meet multi-cultural  

requirements.  Special diets associated with  

diagnosis (eg autism) or medical reasons, can also  

be accommodated. The newsletter also tells parents  

about weekly menus. 

CHARGES 

SCHOOL MEALS 



School meals are charged at the current Local Authority  

rate and parents are informed of this in advance.  Payments  

should be paid using the Local Authorities on line system  

JOINOS. If parents have any questions about this please 

 contact the school office. If you wish your child to change to 

 packed lunch please also let the school know.  Some pupils are 

entitled to free school meals if their parents’ income falls below a 

certain level or if they receive particular benefits.  If you think you 

may qualify for this please contact Student Finance on 643 2288.  

This also applies to students at Queen Alexandra College.  It is 

important that this benefit is reapplied for promptly when necessary 

or the entitlement may be lost for several weeks and is not 

backdated. 
 

 

 

 

Investors in People Platinum 

Rights Respecting School Level 2 

ICT Mark 

Healthy Schools Evaluation 

Gold Certificate Health & Safety  

Reaccredited National Autistic Society  
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International Schools Award 

 

RECENT BEACON HILL ACHIEVEMENTS 



 

Beacon Hill “Time Out Club” is an inclusive before and after  

school provision for children who attend schools in the North  

Tyneside area.  It is a safe and secure environment which is 

 staffed with professional care workers. 

Safety and welfare of every child in our care is very important to us. We 

always make sure that the door leading to outside is locked, and also we 

insist that all children are signed out in our signing out book.  We also ask 

parents/carers to always let a member of staff open the door, this is so we 

know what children have been taking out of our care.  

Beacon Hill Time Out Club is a registered play provider under the  

Childrens’ Act, this means that all our staff, volunteers and  

students are all checked by the Disclosure and Barring Service.   

This is to ensure their suitability as play workers.  Also the club’s  

premises are inspected by Ofsted. 

The Time Out Club provides a healthy snack of fruit, water and milk  

for the children who attend the first session.  For the children who  

attend the second session, a healthy tea is provided.  Parents/Carers are 

very welcome to provide their child/ren with a packed lunch as long as it is 

a healthy packed lunch. 

Time Out also now provides holiday activities available to all pupils. 

If you would like any further information regarding the Beacon Hill Time 

Out Club please contact either Michelle Stothert, Club Manager on 0191 

643 3018 before 9.00 am and after 3.15 pm. 

 
 

TIME OUT CLUB 



 

 

 

 

The NT Travel Training Programme was established in 2006 to:- 

•  Promote independent travel for all young people currently  

provided with transport funded by public bodies.   

•  Introduce independent travel into the school and sixth form 

 setting. 

 

 
 

The large car park of the school has been transformed into an  

innovative travel training area for children and young people with  

learning difficulties. It is complete with real life road features,  

traffic signals, road markings and street furniture. A functioning  

Metro Station, which allows students to learn how to use the  

carriages, has been added to the area.  

 

The facility is the only one of its kind in the UK and provides an  

interactive and fun resource for first time travellers, within a secure 

environment that enables users to build experience and confidence before 

travelling independently. 

 

Learners follow a programme of supervised and unsupervised travel and 

independent skills activities, including travelling by bus, metro and train, 

staying safe when out and about, using shops and services, handling and 

looking after money and being aware of others. 

 

Parents interested in this important opportunity should contact Alex 

Appleby on 643 3059. 

 

INDEPENDENT TRAVEL PROJECT 


