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Mathematics Policy

Principles of the Mathematics Curriculum

Teaching and Learning

1. Mathematics should be taught through Beacon Hill School’s bespoke 

curriculum which was developed using the National Curriculum and Early Learning 

Goals along with appropriate accreditations for KS4 and KS5. These will be 

differentiated as appropriate to the needs of the pupils. 

2. Teaching of Mathematics should consider:

a) Core and basic skills

b) Cross curricular work

c) Sensory curriculum

d) TEACCH programmes

e) SCERTS programmes 

f) Streamed groups where appropriate (supported, core and extended)

3. Teaching should cover a broad range of Mathematical topics (see curriculum 

guidance for topics to be covered), these can be covered in maths lessons and across 

the curriculum. 

4. All teachers should set at least one mathematical PLP target each term for 

every pupil, including ASC and PMLD pupils. This should be a progressive target from 

previous learning and set with consideration to annual objectives or EHC desired 

outcomes. 

5. Teachers will plan to use appropriate resources for all mathematical learning, 

this should include consideration to adapting the environment or activity as needed to 

meet individual needs of pupils along with the use of ICT and outdoor learning where 

appropriate. 

6. The curriculum will be inclusive of all pupils:

a) Setting suitable learning challenges, differentiated to the needs of pupils 

appropriately.

b) Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs and consideration to learning 

styles.

c) Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and 

groups of pupils.

7. Partnership between pupils, parents, staff and others concerned with the 

development of effective Personalised Learning Plans will be fostered.
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Assessment: 

8. All Teachers are responsible for using assessment for learning to ensure 

regular recording and assessment to map progress, acknowledge achievement and plan 

the next steps of learning. 

9. PLP targets will be evaluated and set once a term.

10. Assessment on Classroom Monitor will be completed regularly and learning 

objectives will be based on these assessments. 

11. Pupils will be encouraged to be involved in personalised learning, self-

evaluation, monitoring and review wherever possible.

12. The Key Stage 4 and 5 Mathematics curriculum will have appropriate 

accreditation for all students.

13. Mathematical pupil achievement will be celebrated in the school newsletter, 

weekly emails to parents and on social media outlets, whenever possible.

Mathematics across the curriculum:

14. A numerate environment should be fostered where there are opportunities to 

display Mathematics functionally throughout school. Planning for all subjects includes 

a cross curricular section in which Mathematics skills covered within the subject can 

be added.  

15. The place of Mathematics in the development of logical thinking should be 

acknowledged and opportunities to develop this planned for. 

16. Educational visits can provide opportunities for functional Mathematics and to 

enhance mathematical language development and the use/understanding of other 

forms of communication, e.g. Makaton, symbols, PECS.

17. Pupils should be offered real life and functional experiences in order to 

consolidate concepts and learning.

     Staff Development: 

18. A positive attitude towards Mathematics will be encouraged throughout 

Beacon Hill School.

19. Staff will be encouraged to be aware of current mathematical practice in 

mainstream schools.

20. There will be sufficient opportunities for all members of staff to develop in 

their CPD relating to Mathematics. Also, all members of staff will have a CPD 

objective linked to Mathematics.
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Aims for the Mathematics Curriculum

The aims of the Mathematics curriculum can be identified within the aims of Beacon 

Hill School aims in the following ways:

● Develop lifelong learning, learning for life. 

To ensure that maths teaching is engaging and appropriate, using effective resources 

and activities to promote a love of learning and confidence to use skills in a range of 

settings. 

● Are healthy, happy and heard. 

To encourage pupils to make links between learning in the classroom and real life 

situations, such as paying for items in cafes and shops, as well as developing 

understanding of budgets, money and time. 

● Widen aspirations through innovative technology. 

ICT will be used whenever appropriate to consolidate maths learning. Pupils will also 

be encouraged to use their knowledge in real life situations involving maths, such as 

timetables and online banking. 

● Empower Families.

To encourage an awareness of mathematical experience, both functionally and 

incidentally, through parental involvement. To create opportunities for parents to 

develop their own skills in Mathematics through school based activities and home 

learning.

● To communicate effectively.

To develop a cross curricular approach to the delivery of Mathematics throughout 

Beacon Hill School and encourage teamwork and cooperation. Problem solving is also a 

key element of mathematics, and this helps with communication. 

● To maximise independence.

To offer opportunities for pupils to contribute to their own individual programmes 

through, for example, choice making, ‘plan-do-review’ and Personalised Learning Plans 

teaching functional skills in real life situations pupils will be encouraged to be as 

independent as possible and be able to use these skills in a range of settings. 

● Nurture core values of respect and friendship. 

To ensure the Mathematics curriculum provides appropriate and challenging activities 

that create opportunities for students to feel inspired and challenged, within a safe 

environment.

 To ensure there are appropriate opportunities for students to develop their skills in   

working individually, in groups and as a whole class. 

● Promote inclusive communities.
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Maths will be used on curriculum visits to shops and cafes. As well as enterprise 

projects such as the café.  

● Extend confidence

To ensure students are given ample opportunities to participate and 

contribute as part of a team within practical and problem solving activities. 

It is important the students achieve success but are also allowed to fail, to 

develop problem solving skills and logical thinking.

● Ensure inspiring positive partnerships.

As maths filters into every strand of daily life, work with all partners including the 

multi-disciplinary team and parents, will reflect effective maths teaching.

 

● Celebrate and extend creativity. 

To encourage effective methods and systems for celebrating pupil achievement 

within Mathematics, e.g. reward systems, Mathematics and sharing mathematical 

achievement within assemblies if appropriate.

Rights Respecting Schools:

The aims of the mathematics curriculum can be identified with the Rights Respecting 

Schools articles in the following ways. 

● Article 2: The Convention applies to everyone: whatever their race, 

religion or abilities, whatever they think or say, whatever type of family they 

come from.

All pupils in Beacon Hill will have access to a full mathematics curriculum at an 

appropriate level. 

● Article 3: The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all 

things that affect children.

All mathematics teaching will be differentiated appropriately to the needs of each 

child.

● Article 6: Every child has the right to life. Governments must do all they 

can to make sure that children survive and develop to their full potential.

The mathematics curriculum must aim to give pupils the skills to live as independently 

as possible, including problem solving skills, thinking skills, time and money 

management skills. 

● Article 26: Every child has the right to an education. Primary education 

must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline 

in schools must respect children’s dignity.
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Mathematics teaching will educate pupils at primary, secondary and post 16 ages.    

Behaviour management during maths lessons will follow the whole school behaviour 

policy. 

● Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and 

abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as 

well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the 

environment.

The mathematics teaching within Beacon Hill will aim to develop each pupil to the full 

and help them reach their potential.


