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English Policy 

 

 

 

Principles of the English Curriculum 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

 

1. The teaching of English requires a whole school approach in order to 

create an environment which provides for progression, continuity and age 

appropriateness throughout Beacon Hill School and Sixth Form.  

 

2. The teaching of English should ensure that work in Speaking and 

Listening, Reading and Writing are integrated. It is important that work 

fosters enjoyment in all three areas through the appreciation of stories, 

valuing listening to others, the love of books and the importance of self-

esteem in learning. 

 

3. Teaching of English should consider: 

 

a) Core and basic skills 

b) Cross curricular work 

c) Sensory curriculum 

d) TEACCH programmes 

e) Early Learning Goals 

f) Routes for Learning 

g) Streamed groups (supported, core and extended) 

 

 

4. The National Curriculum (2014) clearly states that teaching the English 

language is an essential, if not the most essential role of a primary 

school. As a National Curriculum Core subject English must be awarded 

an appropriate percentage of the timetable. 

 

5. Early reading and phonics must be taught to all primary aged pupils.  At 

Beacon Hill School phonics will be taught to all pupils up to and including 

Key Stage 3.  

 

 

6. Phonics will be taught at the level of the individual pupil, and in a 

systematic way using the Letters and Sound programme. 
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7. Class Teachers complete long-term outline of texts to be covered in each 

year group; medium term plans to show what genres, writing 

opportunities, curriculum opportunities and key skills will be covered 

during each half term. 

8. All Teachers should set at least one English IEP target each term for 

every pupil, including ASC and PMLD pupils. This should be a progressive 

target from previous learning and set with consideration to annual 

objectives or EHC Desired Outcomes. 

 

9. Teachers will plan to use appropriate resources for all English learning; 

this should include consideration to adapting the environment or activity 

as needed to meet individual needs of pupils and use of ICT where 

appropriate. 

 

 

10. The curriculum will be inclusive of all pupils: 

a) Setting suitable learning challenges, differentiated to the 

needs of pupils appropriately. 

b) Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs and consideration 

to learning styles. 

c) Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for 

individuals and groups of pupils. 

 

11. Partnerships between pupils, parents, staff and others concerned with 

development of effective Individual Education Plans will be fostered. 

 

12. English teaching will also take into account the basic skills needed to 

achieve the quality mark. 

 

 

13. At 16 plus the importance of good communication skills is emphasised in 

self advocacy and work opportunities 

 

Assessment: 

 

14. All Teachers are responsible for using assessment for learning to ensure 

regular recording and assessment to map progress, acknowledge 

achievement and plan the next steps of learning. 

 

15. IEP Targets will be evaluated and set once a term. 

 

 

16. PIVATS assessments will be completed once a term. 
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17. Early Years and Foundation Stage attainment will be recorded using 

Development Matters through to the end of Reception (reviewed 

Termly). 

 

 

18. Pupils will be encouraged to be involved in personalised learning, self-

evaluation, monitoring and review wherever possible. 

 

19. The Key Stage 4 and 5 English Curriculum will have appropriate 

accreditation for all students. Literacy achievement will be celebrated in 

the school newsletter, weekly emails to parents and on social media 

outlets, whenever possible. 

 

 

 

English across the curriculum: 

 

20. Class Teachers plan teaching English around a text. Any opportunities to 

make cross-curricular links should be utilised and planned into topics. 

21. Displays in school will contain words and symbols to ensure that pupils 

have opportunities to read for information.  This includes labels, 

captions, notices, instructions, plans and maps which will be set out in the 

Narrative form of ‘who’, ‘where’ and ‘what happened’. 

 

22. Narrative will be used throughout school as a means of helping to develop 

the following areas:- 

a. Reading comprehension 

b. Sentence structure 

c. Beginning to write a story 

d. Developing awareness of the 4 key areas, in practical real life 

situations 

 

23. Educational visits can provide opportunities for functional English and to 

enhance English language development and the use/understanding of 

other forms of communication, e.g. Makaton, symbols, PECs. 

 

Staff Development: 

 

24. There will be sufficient opportunities for all members of staff to 

develop in their CPD relating to English Language and Literacy and 

current practice in mainstream schools. 

25. New staff in school will have opportunities for training in early 

communication, signing, symbols as part of the Induction programme. 
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Aims for the English Curriculum 

 

The Aims of the English Curriculum can be identified within the aims of Beacon 

Hill School aims in the following way: 

 

• Develop lifelong learning, learning for life. 

Beacon Hill School recognises that children learn in different ways, and will 

respond to some methods of teaching better than others.  Staff use a range 

of strategies including multisensory methods, in order to teach the skills 

involved in reading and writing. 

 

• That promotes inclusive communities in which pupils are happy, 
healthy and heard 

 

Reading is a skill valued both in school, and in mainstream settings.  The 

ability to read enhances pupils’ ability to mix in the community and inclusion 

placements, and facilitates access to outside opportunities. 
 

• Widen aspirations through innovative technology. 

Reading, through the use of text, symbols or photos is a vital skill for all 

pupils to develop, particularly older pupils, in order that they are able to 

make choices, developing their own independence and self confidence.  

This school aim reflects the importance of communication within Beacon Hill 

School.    Being able to communicate enables pupils to access all others areas 

of the curriculum, and other life experiences.  There are times in the school 

day, and during subject lessons, dedicated to developing communication 

skills. 

 

• Empower Families. 

As with all work in school, parents can assist in the teaching of reading in 

many ways.  Parental support will develop the child’s skills considerably.  

Reading is a valued skill in our community and parents are very keen to help 

their children acquire this skill.   Pupils take home library books, and parents 

are encouraged to read these with their child.  

At Beacon Hill school, parents are actively encouraged to play a part in their 

child’s education.  It is recognised that parents play a key role in the 

development of communication skills.  It is important to give parents the 

opportunity, with school, to develop their child’s skills in English – through 

homework activities, and library books. 

 

 

• To communicate effectively. 
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The skill of reading is an important one, and every child needs to develop 

this ability, where possible.  The continual raising of standards, which this 

aim refers to, must also include standards in the teaching of reading.  Raised 

standards in reading, through SMART target setting, and individualised 

teaching, will improve pupil access to communicate in all areas, and so it is 

important to the whole quality of education at Beacon Hill School. 

The ability to speak, listen, read and write affects a person’s ability to 

achieve their potential in all areas of life.  A high quality English curriculum 

is vital to the development of skills in all other areas and, hence, to the 

raising of standards across the school. 

 

• To maximize independence. 

The skill of reading is highly valued in the community, and our older pupils 

are therefore keen to develop this.  Any achievement of this raises their 

self esteem, and also their ability to express their own thoughts and choices.  

The ability to read also leads to pupils gaining more independence within 

school and in the community. 

Being able to communicate choices, evaluate situations and make decisions 

are vital skills for all pupil’s at Beacon Hill school to develop.  These skills will 

help pupil’s to develop self advocacy, confidence and more independent living. 

 

• Nurture core values of respect and friendship. 

To be given opportunities to speak and communicate, as well as having an 

understanding that they will be listened to by others, including school staff. 

This will enable an environment of security, trust and respect where 

friendships can be established and nurtured. 

 

• Extend confidence. 

Being able to communicate effectively gives an increased self esteem and 

greater confidence in expressing views, hold conversations and make choices. 

Pupils are more independent when they are able to communicate effectively. 

 

• Ensure inspiring positive partnerships. 

Beacon Hill School works closely with both parents and external agencies, 

including speech and language therapists and teachers for the 

visually/hearing impaired, for the benefit of the pupil.  External agencies are 

involved, where appropriate in target setting and reviewing to ensure 

consistency between approaches. 

 

• Celebrate and extend creativity. 

The achievement of success in reading and writing is valued in school and in 

the community, especially for those who find it a difficult skill to acquire. 

Success is celebrated in class, and in department assemblies.  Reading, both 

in symbols and in text format is a fundamental method by which achievement 

is recorded, recognised and celebrated 
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Rights Respecting Links 

 

 

• That has high expectations for continuous improvement in order for 
pupils to Communicate effectively (Article 13; Freedom of expression) 
 

 

• Ensure inspiring positive partnerships. (Article 3; Best interests of 
the child) 
 

• That Empowers families 
 

 

• That maximises independence (Article 23; Children with disability) 
 

 

• That promotes inclusive communities in which pupils are happy, 
healthy and heard 

 

• That widens aspirations through innovative technology 
 

   

• That celebrates and extends creativity.(Article 29; Goals of 
education) 
 

 

• That works to develop learning for life and lifelong learning in order 
to fulfil these aims (Article 28; Right to education) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


